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Education Resource Centre  
A Learning Journey with Children from Socially Excluded Communities  

July 2013 to July 2016  
 
 

Education Resource Centre (ERC): An Idea Explored 

The Education Resource Centre (ERC) is a specific engagement with Dalit, Muslim and other 

marginalized children in Delhi state, to support them in their development and community 

empowerment. Centre for Social Dignity (CSD)’s knowledge, commitment and desire on 

educational empowerment of the Dalit community and Centre for Social Equity and Inclusion 

(CSEI)’s concern for promoting equity and inclusion in socio-economic cultural rights found 

synergy in initiating the ERC.  While a 

number of educational initiatives exist, they 

fail to break the stereotype and caste based 

discrimination that demotivate and push 

children from Dalit and other marginalized 

sections out of schooling and education. We 

are convinced that learning journeys of 

children have to be based on their abilities 

and potential than their disadvantages and 

deficiencies. ERC is unique in being rooted in 

‘social equity–inclusion’ perspective.  While 

we did not have a road-map before us, we 

were convinced of the need to create space in the community where children can have 

learning and leadership, social awareness and connect to their community issues. ERC was 

initiated in Vijay Vihar, Rohini in July 2013. Initially friends and colleagues supported the 

process with personal contributions. Goodwill Community Foundation came forward to 

support the process in January 2014 and the ERC process became more stable.  

 
Dalit, Adivasi and Muslim Children in the Education System  
The Dalit, Tribal and Muslim children in India constitute about 40% of the children in 
India. They face exclusion, discrimination and stereotypes based on their caste, 
ethnicity, religious minority status. Despite a promise to educate all children, a large 
number of children from these continue to be out of school, perform poorly and 
discontinue education without complete basic schooling. Children from different 
sections and classes access completely unequal systems of education - children from 
the poor and marginalized communities access poor quality, substandard education in 
government or poor quality private schools and that from well-off families privileged 
education. These build a vicious circle of deprivation. Even if youth complete their 
schooling or graduation, they are unable to compete with them from the private 
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‘The name of the centre is associated with ‘dignity’. 
Conscientious Dalit world understands the deep 
meaning of dignity. Barbaric Brahmanism has 
pulled out everything associated with this word 
from the lives of SC/ST/OBC; and stigmatized them 
as ‘dirty’, ‘untouchable’, ‘demons’, ‘impure’ people. 
Not just this, Brahmanism has gone a step ahead 
and religiously sanctioned these labels which Dalits 
over a period of time also had to accept. Lack of 
dignity adversely affects human personality. A life 
without dignity cannot flourish fully. This is the 
main reason why we have been ruled by others so 
far. We wanted to address the term ‘dignity’ 
through CSD and we know it is not a small thing at 
all’, Vineet says. 

education. The ERC is an effort to provide the space and opportunities for children to 
explore their interests, talents and evolve an experiential model of learning.  
 
 
Urban Poor Communities in Vijay Vihar in Delhi 
Vijay Vihar is located in Rohini in West Delhi. Divided in two phases i.e. Phase I and 
Phase II, it’s total geographical area ranges 4kms till Rithala and accommodates 
approximately 0.6 million population. More than half belong to Dalit community. A 
good number of Dalits are migrants from economically poor states like Utter Pradesh, 
Bihar, Odisha etc. Most work as unorganized labour - rickshaw-pullers, drivers, barbers, 
security guards, tailors, domestic & factory workers, fruit-vegetable vendors, 
construction workers etc. A small segment of men and women do necklace/garland 
making work as well. A large number of women work as domestic workers.  They live 
precarious lives with the family unable to make both ends meet. Children become 
victims having to take up domestic chores, family support in health crisis, dropping out 
in economic crisis. Further, there is little motivation, encouragement, guidance or 
support to pursue and excel in education. Poor access to higher education, skill 
development and secure employment further de-motivate them.  
 
‘Pay Back to Society’ - Centre for Social Dignity (CSD)  
CSD aims at developing Dalit Children & youth to address the challenges of education, 
entrepreneurship and commit to social change. CSD believes in empowering the 
Children & youth for their overall 
growth. It wants to break the 
cycle that marginalise Dalit 
Children’s & youth and create 
knowledge and avenues for 
growth. It recognizes their gaps 
in opportunities and resources 
than the arguments on merit and 
efficiency.  
 
Mr. Vineet Jingala and Ms. 
Kalpana Bahot are two full time 
volunteers of CSD. Both are life-
partners and very determined to 
do something positive for their 
community. They hail from the 
Valmiki community which faces 
extreme level of discrimination. CSD is a product of its own journey in the Dalit 
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Movement. Ms. Kalpana, and Mr. Vineet are based in Vijaya Vihar, Rohini in Delhi, 
where they have a strong bonding and engagement with the community members and 
initiated Centre for Social Dignity (CSD). 
 

Centre for Social Equity and Inclusion (CSEI) 

‘Aligning people to policy and policy to people’ CSEI is concerned with promoting social 
equity and inclusion in the realms of economic, social and cultural (ESCR) rights CSEI 
collaborates with community led organisations (CLOs) from the Dalit, Tribal and Muslim 
minority communities to work with children and youth. In this context education/skill 
training, employment and entrepreneurship are central to its interventions. CSEI 
believes that promoting quality education is a pathway for social and economic 
development of the children and young people and is essential to empower these 
communities which have been marginalized for generations on the basis of their social 
identities. In addition CSEI recognizes the current and potential role that community 
led organizations (CLOs) hold in promoting and sustaining positive changes in their 
communities. The synergy between the objectives of CSD and CSEI helped initiate the 
ERC in Vijay Vihar, Delhi in 2013. 
  
II 

The Education Resource Centre 

The Education Resource Centre promoted by Centre for Social Equity and Inclusion 
(CSEI) and maintained by Centre for Social Dignity (CSD) is a creative and constructive 
space for children to stretch themselves, give wings to their imaginations, explore art 
and aesthetics and learn to engage with families and communities, individually and 
collectively. 
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Education Resource Centre 

We Learn 

9 Education through 
Experiential 
Education Model 

9 Khel se Mel 
9 Friday Activities 

9 Computer Learning 

 

We Lead 

9 Annual Day 
Celebration of 
CSD/ERC 

9 My Day 

I am Special 

1. Birthday Celebration 
2. Student of the month 

Community Outreach  

9 Celebrating Dr. Ambedkar’s 
124th Birthday; Ambedkar 
Jyanati 

9 14 April Ambedkar Jyanati at 
Parliament Street 

9 Buddha Jayanti (Birthday of 
Buddha) with the community. 
They organized ‘Samajik Bhoj’ 
(Community Dine) 

9 Eid Celebration 
9 Swabhiman Diwas  
9 Demonstration against theft of 

Dalit/Adivasi Budget 

Exposures and Opportunities 

9 Theme based performance 
9 Hollywood 3D Movie: Spider 

Man 
9 Sahitya Kala Parishad 

workshops 
9 Rashtriya Dalit Prerna Sthal 

We Participate in Campaigns 

9 Children and Youth Participation in 
Post Card Campaign; May 2015 

9 May Mobilisation around labour 
issues 

9 participated in UP for School Rally 
9 Right to Education Survey 
9 UpForSchool Global Campaign 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/upforschool?source=feed_text&story_id=822012011223766
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Based on the principle of Experiential Education the centre provides opportunities to 
explore and build on their identities, talents, knowledge, skills, art and culture. It 
provides the space for collective and cooperative learning; is a space for understanding 
society and social institutions. It provides a space for engaging with community, 
schools, education administration and social institutions. The centre supports the 
children to comprehend and cope with their school work to the extent possible.  
 
The Pillars of the ERC 
Creative learning environment: The ERC provides creative learning environment for 
children that gives them fairly decent space to gather, collectively and individually learn 
and study, adequate materials to enhance their interest and learning.  
Academic support to children: The academic support to children in these centres 
includes regular facilitators in the centre. The facilitators are provided periodic support 
to equip themselves to support and facilitate children.  
Co/extra-curricular support to children: The children having little access to technology, 
or additional reading materials, the centres also need to provide such opportunities to 
them.  
Non-academic support: The centre also provides 
an opportunity to expose these children to 
other learning opportunities, leadership and 
personality development, values and life skills. 
Family engagement: During this period, the 
volunteers support children in their home 
environment, talk to parents, organize sessions 
with them on some of the problems children 
face at school and in the homes.  
Community engagement: The volunteers also 
realized that the community needs to be 
encouraged and motivated to support the 
children to study and achieve. While there had been increased motivation to send 
children to school, there was growing frustration regarding the poor performance and 
poor quality of learning. Community needs to be constantly motivated to support their 
children to achieve in education.  

1. The focus group will be children between the fifth to eighth standard. However, 
other class can also be considered if possible. 

2. CSEI would raise financial resources to support the running of the centre.  
3. CSEI would link the centre to experts in various fields, larger civil society and 

other opportunities for advocacy and community support.  
4. The ERC timings would be from 10am to 12:30pm and 2pm to 4pm. Sunday 

would be off. 

“A society must let live its 

children their childhood. ERC 

should set an example for the 

society as to how to do it”, 

Father Aloysius Irudayam SJ, 

(Chairperson, CSEI) on his first 

visit to ERC. 
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The ERC team has contributed to making the centre innovative 
and creative for the children during the three years: 

x Kalpana Bahot –support to children for Hindi, English, Math 
and also support the learning of the women who come to the 
centre. She has been a pillar for the ERC from inception till 
date.  

 
x Vineet Jhingala - Support to children for learn computers 

especially – search engines, email, MS Office and games. Also 
supporting the overall management of the centre. Has been a 
pillar from inception till date. 

x Upasana – Supported in Hindi, Math from July to November 
2013. 

x Anju – supported Hindi, English, Maths to children from 
January to October 2014. 

x Rahnuma – Supported in Maths from January 2015 till July 2016. 
  

 

III  

Setting up the ERC 

In this phase idea was shared, discussed and matured and initiated. Kalpana and Vineet 
visited communities, met with parents and convinced them with the idea of ERC. 72 
children enrolled in the centre. Kalpana and Vineet as Facilitators were able to gauge 
the environment in the centre and based on their own experiences evolved it.  
 
The need assessment of Vijay Vihar’s young children and youth 
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In order to understand the needs of community with special focus on children and 
youth CSD and CSEI conducted household survey, Focus Group Discussions with young 
girls and boys and transect walk in the community. The following emerged as 
community needs and aspirations.  

1. Support in education 
2. English Language  
3. Computers learning  
4. Skill development programs 
5. Career guidance 

 
The schools run in two shifts i.e. morning and evening. In the morning shift girls go to 
school and in the evening boys.  The ERC complements the shifts for the boys and girls 
in the centre. Given the gaps in community’s recognition of its own history, its rights, 
CSD added awareness building, information sharing with the community as an added 
need. The break-up of the children who enrolled in the centre was: 
 

Class/Standard Girls Boys Total 
Fifth 6 10 16 
Sixth 12 3 15 

Seventh 10 11 21 
Eighth 4 4 8 
Ninth 1 0 1 
Tenth 1 0 1 

Post-Primary Drop Out Children 2 2 4 
Pre-Primary Drop Out children who 
never took admission in any school 

5 1 6 

Total 41 31 72 
Percentage 57% 43% -- 

Women 8   
                 Social Composition 

Total number of students 72 
Scheduled Caste 54 (75%) 
Muslim Minority 13 (18%) 

OBC 05 (7%) 
 
The First Few Months 

The first few months were very experimental. The three facilitators organized the 
children into three groups and engaged with them.  

Focus on English: English speaking and learning was in great demand by children and 
parents. Kalpana and Vineet started with basics of English language like pronouncing 
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and writing names of months, days, clolors, animals, flowers, birds.. Gradually they 
taught them basic grammar also. 

Co-curricular Activities: Every Friday was kept as an Activity Day in which children 
exhibited what they wished to do without any hesitation. Singing, drawing, art using 
chart paper and thermocol, and playing games were main attractions for the children.  
 
Promoting Experiential Education: Recognising the need to help children link their lives 
with their learning, the Play for Peace (PfP) methodology was introduced in the centre. 
In October 2013, through CSEI, Mr. Ajatshatru who is a life skill and play for peace 
expert started visiting ERC once a week to provide life skills and experiential learning to 
the children. His intervention also helped CSD members to learn innovative ways of 
teaching and learning. It also provided them new understanding and skills to work with 
children. PfP was re-designed to translate social equity and inclusion principles and 
named ‘Khel se Mel (KsM)’. The KsM activities helped in  
x Building a common and collective vision of the ERC  
x The value of collaboration vs. competition in learning and life 
x Children’s rights in an experiential mode – meeting needs with rights  
x Promoting creativity in children – supported children in developing theatre 

activities on their learning experiences.  
x Building team work 
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Setting out Community Role Models  
The concepts and values in ideas like 
justice, equality, fraternity were 
brought in positively by introducing Dr. 
Ambedkar, Jotiba Phule, Savitribai 
Phule and many more who come from 
the socially excluded communities. The 
children were regularly introduced to 
these personalities and their life-long 
work to secure justice, liberty, equality 
and fraternity, particularly for the 
Dalits, Tribals and women. Guirinder 
Azad and Vineet held many of these 
sessions. The role models were 
displayed in the rooms and were often 
talked about. 
 
 
A New Learning Assessment Baseline: In the current mainstream framework of learning, 
Dalit and other marginalized children perform poorly. Schools and teachers reinforce 
their inability to learn or to be taught. CSEI was keen that this vicious cycle of 
‘deficiency’ framework for assessment needs to be converted to a virtuous one of 
building on children’s capacity and potential. Hence we evolved a set of 10 indicators to 
assess children’s learning potential. Children prove to score high on this and they are 
also motivated to learn. 60 children participated in this learning process. Following 
have been the results that brought out. 
 

 Dimensions of 
Learning/Growth 

No of children 
(Average score) 

No of children 
(Less than 

average score) 

No of children 
(Good score) 

1 Confidence 20 30 10 
2 Interpersonal skills 16 23 21 
3 Leadership 30 17 13 
4 Curiosity 20 23 17 
5 Focus 8 26 26 
6 Observation 14 28 18 
7 Writing 8 42 10 
8 Creative 10 42 8 
9 Expression 15 24 21 
10 Logic 18 30 12 
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The ERC created a healthy and lively environment for the children and the community. 
The children got acquainted with an alternate space other than school where ‘teachers’ 
support and respect children. Parents believed in ERC well and as a result negligible 
dropout happened. Respectable bonding was between Facilitators and families. There 
was more clarity and confidence in ERC members to maintain ERC to meet-out 
objectives. 
 
IV 
Streamlining and Strengthening the ERC 
The facilitators in CSD and CSEI were able to streamline the engagement in the ERC to 
meet the envisaged purposes. The following provides a broad brush of the activities in 
the centre:  
 
 Activities Leading towards 
1 We Learn 

9 Education through Experiential 
Education Model 

9 Khel se Mel 
9 Friday Activities 
9 Computer Learning 
 

9 Learning text books’ material, 
numerous games addressing 
equality, equity, inclusion, 
diversity, pluralism, peace and 
harmony. Knowledge about role 
models and perspective building. 

9 Togetherness, respect, 
tolerance; 

9 Breaking stereotypes 
9 Art and craft, theater, dance 

2 
 
 
 

We Lead 
9 Annual Day Celebration of CSD/ERC 
9 My Day  

9 Leadership Building 

3 
 

I am Special 
1. Birthday Celebration 
2. Student of the month 
 

9 I am Special (acknowledgement, 
confidence building, self-respect, 
communion building) 

4 Community Outreach  
9 Celebrating Dr. Ambedkar’s 124th 

Birthday; Ambedkar Jyanati 
9 14 April Ambedkar Jyanati at 

Parliament Street 
9 Buddha Jayanti (Birthday of Buddha) 

with the community. They organized 
‘Samajik Bhoj’ (Community Dine) 

9 Eid Celebration 
9 Swabhiman Diwas  
9 Demonstration against theft of 

Dalit/Adivasi Budget  

9 Exposure, Leadership Building, 
Building Communion 

6 Exposures and Opportunities 9 Perspective and confidence 
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9 Theme based performance 
9 Hollywood 3D Movie: Spider Man 
9 Sahitya Kala Parishad workshops 
9 Rashtriya Dalit Prerna Sthal 

building, Knowledge growth 

7 We Participate in Campaigns 
9 Children and Youth Participation in Post 

Card Campaign; May 2015 
9 May Mobilisation around labour issues 
9 participated in UP for School Rally 
9 Right to Education Survey 
9  UpForSchool        Global Campaign 

9 Leadership Building, Awareness, 
Deep connection with the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
1. We Learn 
(A) Experiential Education Model (EEM) 

1. EEM relates text books in an experiential way with the life of learner and thus a learner 
is able to connect the lesson from text book with self meaningfully. Nisha Sharma, an 
expert in EEM and helped ERC creating atleast 9 modules e.g. social justice, caste, 
discrimination, identity, superstitions etcetera during a one and half months’ workshop 
at ERC.  Vineet and Kalpana learnt this pedagogy and conducted session, apart from 
above, are Equality, Equity and Inclusion, Leadership, Social Identity, Right to 
Information, Unequal Distribution of Resources, Noise Pollution, Social Dependency, 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/upforschool?source=feed_text&story_id=822012011223766
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Peace and harmony, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Mahatama Jotiba Phule, Savitribai Phule, 
Gender, Festivals and Air Pollution. Play for Peace experts supported the whole process.  

  
(B) Implementation of EEM 

All facilitators of ERC delivered session on Friday through experiential education 
methodology.  Sessions were taken on Equality & Inclusion, Discrimination (2 sessions), 
Leadership, Identity & superstitions, caste etcetera. With this experiential way of 
learning children go through a model in which they Experience the issue, share their 
observations about that experience, make connection with real life. On Monday they 
make connection of this experience with their curriculum books. In the last step they 
write their Experience diary .The facilitators got opportunity to assess them by reading 
these diaries. This process had a magical impact on students’ learning. No one ever 
failed any class and scored well.  

 
(C) Khel se Mel  

 
Few children of center & 
facilitator attended 2 days 
Training of Khel se Mel, 
where they learnt art of 
engaging with groups 
through games & 
activities. It also gave them 
opportunity to know & 
learn more about 
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themselves. They made plan for next 3 months on how they would make use of that 
training. 
 
(D) Computer Learning 
Computer learning is facilitated by Mr. Vineet. There are two computers in ERC. 
Children learn MS Office, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, Typing-Tutor, Internet Explorer, 
Google Search Engine, Email, and Social Media. Children also play games whenever 
they are free. Computer learning activity has given exposure to every child. It is a 
valuable addition in children’s life. 

(E) Extra Curricula Activities 
In addition to the above mentioned activities there were group activities to express 
children’s imagination and nurture their talents through extra- curricular activities.  
There were activities such as wall painting, chart paper making, story making and 
telling, story drawing, dance, film, storytelling, paper cutting of picture and making 
story incorporating Play for Peace methodology. Through this they made ERC a very 
interesting space.  

 
F. Perspective building and awareness creation 
The ERC Walls are decorated with a perspective of highlighting their role models and 
vision. There are several sketches of role models pasted on the wall. With thermocol 
they have made parliament which give them triggers to be able to contest elections 
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and gain political power. Children also have addressed issues light Right to Education, 
Early child marriage, importance of dream through art work.   

 
2. We Lead 

(A) 3 Annual Day Celebrations in the July month of 2014, 2015 and 2016  
1st July is the birthday of ERC and it is celebrated by all the associated children with 
great enthusiasm. It is children’s program and full charge of planning & 
implementation is given them. They divide them into departments like finance, 
procurement, decoration, administration and do the Annual Day program. They make 
list of guests and invited them. welcome & anchoring & performance of cultural show. 
They perform dance, play, singing on themes related with their situation. Every year 
those people are invited who are working to improve the situation of socially excluded 
communities.  

 
(B) ‘My Day’ – A cultural program  

CSEI in collaboration with CLOs implement Youth Tech Hub (YTH) and Education 
Resource Centre (ERC). So far five YTHs and 3 ERCs are there functioning in Delhi. ‘My 
Day’ is a program where all YTHs and ERCs participate and come together on a shared 
platform to show their talents and skills in the form of poetry reciting, speech, dance, 
skit, play, choreography etcetera. In this program children and youth take ownership 
of the programs. ERC-Vijay Vihar is a very active participant and have always marked 
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an awesome impression in the audience. Out of several items, children have made a 
choreography named ‘mother’ on a song, and a ‘superstitions’ which really have 
attracted people. Every ERC and YTH is given a time slot and ERC uses it most 
efficiently. All the items are consciously centered around communities’ historical role 
models like Dr. Ambedkar, Savitribai Phule, Jotiba Phule and many more. 

 

3. I am Special 
A. Birthday Celebrations 

In the month end birthday is celebrated for all those 
children whose birthday falls in that particular 
month. A common cake is being cut and small gifts 
are given. It builds communion and pass a message 
to the children that they are remembered and loved 
by their own people. 

 

B. Student of the month 

Student of the month is selected by children and Facilitators based on attendance, 
learning, participation in programs and behavior of children. A chosen person is given a 
small gift as a token of appreciation. Thus children are always motivated and 
encouraged to use ERC aptly and always remain close to the objectives of ERC. 

Community Outreach Programmes 
 

A. Celebrating Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar’s Birthday - Ambedkar Jyanati  

 

Baba Saheb Ambedkar’s birthday falls on 14th April. It has been three times when ERC 
has celebrated Dr. Ambedkar’s Birthday in Vijay Vihar’s community. It is a very special 
day to ERC. Children take ownership under the guidance of Vineet and do all the 
preparations. The program is organised on any date closed to 14th April as on the same 
day ERC goes to Parliament Street to pay homage to their role model or repute.   
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On this day, stage is installed on the road itself with full decorations. Community’s 
social worker, parents of the children and larger community is invited. Program 
involves plays, songs, dance by ERC children and speeches by seniors. CSEI has 
participated in all the programs. 

 

 
B. Buddha Jayanti  and organizing ‘Samajik Bhoj’ (Community Dine) 

Most of the Dalits look at the path of Buddha the way of emancipation. Buddha’s 
philosophy that talks about equality, peace and rationality connect socially excluded 
communities with the vacuums in their own life. Dalits also inspired from Buddha’s 
path as shown by Dr. Ambedkar through his book ‘Buddha and his Dhamma’ which was 
originally published in 1957 after demise of Dr. Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar embraced 
Budhism on 14th October 1956 along with his millions of followers by renouncing 
Hinduism saying, ‘I am born as a hindu but will not die as a hindu’. This is also true that 
not much of the community is exposed to such episodes of their narratives. Every year 
ERC/CSD organizes community dining on the date with the participation of children, 
youth and senior citizens. The importance of the day which is a major purpose of 
organizing this program was shared in the gathering 

 
C. Eid Celebration  

More than 85% muslims in India are from lower caste background. Most of them suffer 
marginalized life and are victim of caste system. They feel segregated even among 
lower castes of other religions. Muslims have been labeled with very derogatory names 
and those were popularized. It has resulted in several stereotypes have surfaced. 
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Considering their safety and security Muslim community feel dubious sending their 
children in public schools or non-muslim platforms. It is unfortunate that there are 
divisions among lower castes on the basis of sub-castes and religion. 

 
 

ERC is a secular space however to extend solidarity among Muslim communities young 
children wishto celebrate Eid and invite muslim families. It is matter of extreme 
pleasure that non-Muslim families also came and dine together and hug each other. 
This has been one of the most unique valued intervention of ERC/CSD. 

D.  Swabhiman Diwas 

14th November is observed as Children’s day in India. First Prime Minister of India born 
on this day. The day is dedicated to his love towards children. In Indian history there 
are no traces of Mr. Nehru’s love for children. Dalits and other alleged lower castes 
communities don’t feel any connection to the day. In order to give an alternate to the 
day, ERC observed it as ‘Swabhiman Diwas (Self-Respect Day). Mr. Vineet and Ms. 
Kalpana while conversing with children considered it most valuable thing in any human 
being’s life. This has been a creative intervention of ERC to address the day differently 
and assert with its own value system. 
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Awareness on government programmes and Advocacy  

1. Right to Education Survey in Vijay Vihar 

Right to Education Act provides for 25% of seats in entry classes be reserved for 
children from disadvantaged (DA) and economically weaker sections (EWS) in private 
schools. Community has been reached out to fill admission forms under EWS/DA 
(Economically weaker Sections/ Disadvantaged) category. ERC’s all the children and 
young children participated in it. They did the survey in the community and aware 
parents about RtE right. They filled forms of deserving children to avail their right. ERC 
filled their forms. Nine children got admission through this survey. 

It is two times in the time that ERC has outreached community on the issue of Right to 
Education. 

2. Campaign against non-implementation of Dalit/Adivasi allotted money by Delhi 
Government 

Delhi government denied almost Rupees 23 Billion which is Dalit’s constitutional right. 
This money should have been used for the welfare of these communities. This money 
should have been used as mean to bring children in school and make better 
arrangements for them, giving youth scholarships etc. This matter triggered several 
activists in Delhi and lots of people shown their concern. ERC, Rohini Facilitators and 
members along with other activists lead a campaign in Rohini area to bring awareness 
among communities particularly where Dalits live in so that they get to know about the 
issue and demand from the government to release money and use it in a right way. 
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Exposures and Opportunities  
A. Celebrating Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar’s Birthday - Ambedkar Jyanati at Parliament 

Street 

Every year ERC on 14th April celebrates birthday of Dr. Ambedkar by visiting Parliament 
Street of Delhi.  Ambedkar Jayanti is an annual festival observed on 14 April to venerate 
the memory of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar. It marks Ambedkar's birthday in 1891 and is 
a public holiday throughout India. It is celebrated throughout the world especially 
by Dalits who embraced Buddhism after his example. In India, large numbers of people 
visit local statues commemorating Ambedkar in procession with lot of fanfare. Millions 
of people including children, women and men come and pay homage to the statue of 
Baba Saheb Ambedkar. Not just Dalit, Adivasi, Other Backward Castes and Pasmanda 
Muslim community all find strength from each other on this day but other dominant 
castes also visit. Lots of publishers of right-based writings, social activists, singers of 
Ambedkarite-songs, civil society organizations gather at Parliament Street. It is one of 
the best exposures of children and youth. 

 
B. Theme based performances in other programs 

ERC children’s performances were acknowledged by other civil society organizations 
and they invited them to perform their plays and choreography in their programs. 
Children performed in the consultations/conferences organized by National Dalit 
Movement for Justice. Children also performed in a National Consultation on Water & 
Sanitation. ERC performed their three two choreography based on ‘rag picking 
children’, ‘women emancipation’ and a play ‘superstitions’. ERC children performances 

are very professional and have got fancy of people wherever they perform. 
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C. Hollywood 3D Movie: ‘Amazing Spider Man 2’ 
 

The movie has 
already gained lot 
of attention before 
release. Its 
popularity reached 
to the ERC children 
also who were 
quite interested in 
having an 
exposure of 
watching their 
dream animation 
movie in a good 
theater where 
they could experience 
3D movie first time in their life. ERC gave exposure to all the children and they really 
enjoyed the movie. 

D. Sahitya Kala Parishad (SKP) workshops  

SKP is a unit of Department of Art, Culture and Languages (Government of India) and it 
organizes Summer Workshops for Children in the field of Music, Dance, Theatre, Fine 
Arts and Lok Kala. It is a one month duration workshop, organised in different schools 
of Delhi. Any child between the ages of 8 to 16 years can register. Two hours’ classes 
from Monday to Saturday for month, is a schedule in a nutshell. ERC children named 
Rahul Paswan, Tinku, Manish applied for Fine Art and Armaan, Simran, Shehnaz, Sameer, 
Somya took admission in Theatre. All the children successful completed their workshop 
and got a chance to perform in Sri Ram Centre a renowned theatre in Mandi House. 

E. Rashtriya Dalit Prerna Sthal (RDPS), Noida 
The positive and real history of socially 
excluded communities is completely 
wiped out. It is not in the text books. 
However, Dalit Movement has created 
few spaces which Socially Excluded 
Communities can come spend time 
together with their history and 
historical leaders. RDPS is one of the 
most assertive designing space that 
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motivates everyone of all age. ERC gave this exposure to everyone. Vineet as a good 
guide gave brief about several statues of great revolutionaries from socially excluded 
communities. 

 
International Advocacy Campaigns 

(A) May Mobilization: Children and Youth Participation in Post Card Campaign; 
Action/2015 

Action/2015 is a global campaign which has connected 2200 organisations from 157 
countries on a common and deeply observed stake ‘we can end poverty, inequality and 
climate change’. CSEI has been part of the campaign and also to bring awareness on 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. CSEI and all YTHs and ERCs took a major 
participation. 

As part of action/2015 'May Mobilization' in India, 3,50,000 postcards from several 
states of India have been posted to the Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi. In 
addition, ERC and YTH held consultations with the local Resident Welfare Associations 
(RWAs) where there is demand for child labour as domestic workers. The specific 
objective of the May mobilization was to address issues of child labour and provide 
conditions for all children to attend schools and learn. ERC and YTH participated in 
these events which provided them an opportunity to understand some of these issues 
and also feel confident to take action in this regard.  
 

(B) ‘UP For School’ Rally at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi 

‘Up For School’ is a global call by all the sensitive people wherever they are that every 
child should be in school. ‘As many as 124 million children and adolescents worldwide 
are out of school, 17.7 million – or 14 per cent – of whom are Indian.’1 ERC children 
along with 5000 children from various sections of Delhi joined representatives of 27 
states and union territories who had gathered in the national capital for the 
culmination of the Global Action 2015 launch.  
 

(C) ‘UP For School’     Global Campaign  

In India CSEI has led the campaign to get the  LastChildFirst       . Delhi Declearation released 
at Bal Bhawan (Delhi) event underlined the campaign with 12 demands that highlights 
the challenges faced by SC / ST and Muslims, the 3 socially excluded communities in 
India. The UpForSchool petition calls on governments to make the political 
commitments and financial investments needed to ensure every child gains their right 
to education. Children should not be stopped from fulfilling their potential because of 
their gender, because their schools have been bombed in conflict or because they are 

                                                           
1
 http://thewire.in/5671/the-un-report-on-out-of-school-kids-is-bad-news-for-india-but-the-real-

picture-is-worse/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/upforschool?source=feed_text&story_id=822012011223766
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lastchildfirst?source=feed_text&story_id=822012011223766
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forced into work. GFC Education takes on the challenge of helping to create the world's 
biggest petition. In the row of international advocacy campaign Education Resource 
Centre met with its other sister organisations i.e. ERC (Kusumpur Pahadi) and Youth 
Tech Hub in Karol Bagh, Rajasthan Colony, Kusumpur Pahadi, Mandi Azadpur and Janta 
Mazdoor Colony. A great way of meeting in the program, have natural interaction, 
active participation, sharing food, solidifying friendships and building communion.  

V 
Experiences, Challenges and Way Forward  
CSEI recognises work with children and youth most important in empowering the Dalit 
and other marginalised children. We also believe in the need to build bridges and 
solidarity between the Dalit, Tribal and Muslim minority communities that are most 
discriminated against in India. The ERC process in Vijay Vihar provides important 
lessons as we wish to carry this work forward with more community led organisations 
and children. The initial set experiences and challenges are identified and further work 
will be to document them in greater detail and design ways forward.  
 
Learning for Children, Facilitators and Community 
Children: Almost all the children who continued in the ERC have exceled in their 
education. Definitely they have grown with a right based perspective. Awareness about 
importance of education, fundamental rights, role models and social situation was 
made possible by ERC. The children have become positive healthy confident 
personalities in the process. The ERC has contributed an indelible impression on their 
young minds. All of them agree that they would not be what they are and what they 
think and dream but for the ERC.  
 
Parents: Parents have started pinning hopes on the children that they can pursue 
higher education. Several parents due to consistent contact with the ERC understood 
the value of education. Many helped their children to stay on in school and not 
dropout. Some children came back to school after having been drop-outs.  
Parents also learned about the challenges in society e.g. caste, corruption and how to 
avail governmental benefits.  
 
Community: For the community, ERC has been a source to get any information. They 
learned about their constitutional rights and are up-to-date politically and socially. 
Several interventions in the way of campaigns, demonstrations, celebration of role 
models and special days have brought community together and there is a vertical 
growth in the central points of discussion as it was earlier. They are on the path to 
become an awakened citizen of nation.  
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Facilitators: Kalpana and Vineet have been two pillars of the ERC. Their learning also has 
been very diverse and vertical. They have shown tremendous consistency and patience 
to work in the community. Both Kalpana and Vineet have learnt how to work in the 
community. They have learnt to pursue even when results are not so obvious.  The 
engagement with CSEI has widened their contacts and opportunities too. Many other 
young people have been part of the ERC team from time to time. They too have 
contributed and learnt in the process. Rahnuma was special in the way she connected 
to children and got rid of the fear of Mathematics from them! 
 
Challenges 
The challenge of adolescence: The children in the ERC are growing into their 
adolescence. The ERC provides them a new space, openness, exposure, new ways of 
thinking and new ways of doing things. These are to be handled with sensitivity and 
understanding. This has been a great challenge for the facilitators.  
 
Diversity and working together: The coming together of CSD and CSEI also was a place 
of diversity and working together. While CSD is a community-led organisation with its 
focus on strengthening children and communities, CSEI was exploring various other 
dimensions.   Demands differed, priorities changed, systems were different and 
working together had to be calibrated time and again.  
 
The Challenge of new visions: The three years ERC programmes have also helped 
emerge new demands and opportunities from the community. Many of the young 
people are looking for skill training, higher education, employment opportunities. 
These are new opportunities and challenges too.  
 
Achievements 

1. Almost 85 children and 7 mothers are directly benefited from ERC. 
2. No school dropout for children who have joined ERC. 
3. A boy named Vikas in his 12th standard topped the school by scoring 92% marks 

whereas all other ERC members passed scoring good marks.  
4. 8 children selected in Art and Theatre workshop of one month conducted by 

Government of India. After completing the Theatre workshop children 
performed in Sri Ram Centre, a renowned Theatre performance centre in Mandi 
House, Delhi. 

5. ERC is connected with each child’s family.  
6. ERC theatre group’s unique presentation on the issues of Equity and Inclusion 

are highly appreciated by the civil societies and children got exposure to 
perform on several platforms. 
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Way Forward from this pilot experience  

1. Building systems and processes: The three years has helped develop 
understanding of essential systems and processes in setting up and running an 
ERC. This learning can help further fine-tune and replicate ERCs by other CLOs. 
This entire process will be documented into modules and materials for the 
same. 

2. Developing formal training and orientation processes: Given the current 
experiences and methodology, CSEI is in a position to build the methodology 
and modules to support other CLOs that are keen to work with children in the 
form of ERCs.  

3. Flexibility in following systems and procedures considering the CLO background: 
CLOs have very valuable and rich experiences being rooted in the dis-privileged 
caste and community. Usually they are not project oriented and see themselves 
as addressing community issues. However, it becomes too much sophisticated 
for them when they start any venture with a ‘mainstream’ NGO in following 
systems that are mandatory for an NGO. These are challenges where flexible 
processes have to be negotiated and adapted.  

4. Sensitivity to diversity and disadvantages: Coming from diverse backgrounds, 
with members also coming from ‘disadvantaged’ positions and ‘privileged’ 
positions – sensitivity in understanding the disadvantages is central to the 
process.  Members who belong to privileged backgrounds need to analyse their 
caste and other privileges and take up their personal path of annihilation of 
caste. Attitudes of power and patronage as also attitudes of victimhood can 
hamper the process. Spaces and openness to explore, dialogue and negotiate 
are essential.  

 
The three years has been an energising and inspiring process of evolving new 
knowledge and methods.  Most of all, it has been a learning process for all, one 
which can be expanded and adapted. Most of all the children have been the 
shining stars in the process, having an unforgettable experience through the 
ERC.  

 



CSEI is concerned with deepening democracy and developing our body politic by enhancing the 
enjoyment by excluded communities of their social, economic and cultural (SEC) rights. We 
recognize the widespread prevalence of exclusion and discrimination against Dalits, Adivasis, 
Muslims and other socially excluded communities in our society, and the specific vulnerabilities of 
women, children and youth within these communities, as regards access to education, employment 
and governance. Poverty, disability, physical/geographic in-accessibility, forms of illnesses and 
other context specific characteristics make the picture more complex, demanding sustained efforts 
in unraveling and addressing exclusion independently and intersectionally. Major constituency is 
three communities- Dalits, Tribals and Muslims with special focus on women, children and youth in 
collaborating with Community led Organizations (CLOs). CSEI therefore undertakes advocacy-
oriented research, social equity audits, policy advocacy and the piloting of model interventions with 
members of excluded communities in the critical areas of education and employment. Embedded in 
the experiences of excluded communities, CSEI works to bring together all relevant stakeholders: 
the excluded communities, state actors, civil society organizations, corporate sector and others. 
Consistent interventions in the above areas are undertaken through the CSEI Bihar and Delhi office. 
In addition, CSEI shares its materials, modules and lessons with other community-led organizations 
and civil society organizations. Education, employment, entrepreneurship and governance are 
the key intervention areas keeping “Exclusion – Equity –Inclusion” as our watch words.  
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